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SUBJECT: DISCUSSION WITH KIM YONG-SAM 

REF: SEOUL 3152 

BEGIN SUMMARY: DURING A LUNCH AT THE RESIDENCE JULY 18, 
OPPOSITION LEADER KIM YONG-SAM DISCUSSED THE ROK 
INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL POLITICAL SCENE WITH THE AMBASSADOR 
AND POL COUNS. THROUGHOUT, KIM TOOK A DISTINCTLY 
MODERATE AND CONSTRUCTIVE APPROACH AND INDICATED THAT HE 
WAS WILLING TO WORK WITH THE GOVERNMENT TO ACHIEVE STABILITY 
AT HOME AND TO FURTHER ROKG INTERESTS ABROAD. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ON THE INTERNAL SCENE, KIM SAID HE WAS PREPARED TO 
MEET OCCASIONALLY WITH PRESIDENT PARK IN ORDER TO 
EXCHANGE VIEWS. HE SAID THAT HE FELT HE "UNDERSTOOD" THE 
PRESIDENT AS A RESULT OF THEIR MID-MAY MEETING ANDTHAT HE 
HAD ELICITED AN UNDERSTANDING BY THE PRESIDENT OF HIS OWN 
POSITION. ONE CONCRETE RESULT OE THE MEETING, HE SAID, 
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WAS THE LILTING (SOME TWO MONTHS LATER) OF THE TONGA ILBO 
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ADVERTISING EMBARGO. KIM SAID IT WAS CLEAR THE GOVERNMENT 
HAD TRIED VERY HARD DURING THE ASSEMBLY SESSION TO ACCOMMODATE 
THE OPPOSITION, WHILE THE OPPOSITION MET THE GOVERNMENT MORE 
THAN HALE WAY BY NOT BOYCOTTING OR TRYING TO DISRUPT THE 
SESSION. KIM RECOGNIZED THAT THIS KIND OF COOPERATION PERMITTED 
THE OPPOSITION TO HAVE AN IMPACT ON GOVERNMENT AEEAIRS, 

WHICH WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE IE THEY EMPLOYED ONLY OBSTRUCTIONIST 
AND SPOILING TACTICS. 

2. QUESTIONED ABOUT HIS VIEWS ON THE EUTURE, KIM SAID THAT 

THE PRESENT QUIET PERIOD WOULD LAST THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, BUT 
IT WAS NOT PERMANENT. WHILE THE CURRENT SECURITY SCARE WAS 
GENUINE AND MOST OPPOSITIONIST TYPES WERE THEREEORE WILLING TO 
WITHHOLD THEIR ATTACKS ON THE ROKG THE SECURITY ISSUE WAS 
BOUND TO DIE DOWN, AND THE ATTACKS WOULD PROBABLY RESUME. 

UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES THE STUDENTS, WOULD, AS USUAL, 

PRESENT THE GOVERNMENT WITH ITS MOST PRESSING PROBLEM. 

3. KIM SAID HE WAS CONSIDERING URGING THE STUDENTS TO STUDY 
RATHER THAN DEMONSTRATE, LEAVING POLITICS TO THE POLITICIANS. 

SUCH A MOVE WOULD INDUCE THE GOVERNMENT TO RELAX OR ABOLISH 
EMERGENCY MEASURE 9. KIM NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT A MORE 
DEMOCRATIC CONSTITUTION WAS THE OPPOSITION'S ULTIMATE GOAL. 

4. REGARDING HIS TRIP TO SOUTHEAST ASIA, KIM SAID HE WOULD 
BE LEAVING JULY 26 TO VISIT HONG KONG, THAILAND, 

PHILIPPINES, MALAYSIA, SINGAPORE, TAIWAN AND JAPAN. HE WAS 
WORKING THROUGH MOEA AND THE VARIOUS EMBASSIES IN SEOUL TO 
ARRANGE MEETINGS WITH HIGH GOVERNMENT AND OPPOSITION 
LEADERS. KIM IS CONSIDERING CALLING ON PRESIDENT PARK AETER 
HIS RETURN TO REPORT ON THE VISIT. 

5. KIM ASKED WHETHER HE OUGHT TO TRY TO VISIT THE PRC, NOTING 
THAT A JPANESE CORRESPONDENT HE KNOW IN HONG KONG HAD OEEERED 
TO PUT HIM IN TOUCH WITH PRC OFEICIALS. THE AMBASSADOR NOTED 
THAT THE CHINESE WOULD BE UNLIKELY TO GRANT HIM A VISA, AND IE 
THEY DID, WOULD BE UNDER GREAT PRESSURE EROM THE NORTH 
KOREANS TO PORTRAY THE VISIT AS AN ANTI-ROKG MOVE. KIM 
RECOGNIZED THE NEED TO CONSULT WITH THE ROKG ON ANY 
APPROACHES HE MIGHT MAKE TO THE CHINESE. KIM ALSO ASKED 
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WHETHER HE SHOULD SEND A MESSAGE TO SAIGON URGING THE 
RELEASE OF THE KOREANS BEING HELD IN SOUTH VIETNAM. HE WAS 
ADVISED TO CONSULT WITH HIS GOVERNMENT. 

COMMENT: WHILE IT MAY NOT LAST, KIM SEEMS TO HAVE MADE THE 
TRANSEORMATION FROM A SCRAPPY AND INTRANSIGEANT OPPONENT OE THE 
REGIME TO A MEMBER OE THE "LOYAL OPPOSITION". THE KEY TO 
HIS SHIFT IS PROBABLY A REALIZATION THAT NO ELEMENT IN 
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THE OPPOSITION - THE NDP, THE STUDENTS, THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS, 

OR THE PRESS - HAS PROVEN WILLING OR ABLE SERIOUSLY TO 
CHALLENGE THE ROKG. TO HAVE ANY INFLUENCE AT ALL, HE MUST 
TRY TO WORK WITHIN THE SYSTEM. AT THE SAME TIME, KIM'S 
FORTHCOMING TRIP TO SOUTHEAST ASIA, HIS FURTHER PLANNED 
CALLS ON THE PRESIDENT, AND HIS VISIONS OF VISITS TO 
PEKING AND OF SAVING KOREANS IN SAIGON INDICATE THAT HE IS 
THINKING OF HIMSELF AS A STATESMAN - A ROLE HE CANNOT PLAY 
WITHOUT THE COOPERATION OF THE ROKG. 

SNEIDER 
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